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1375 July 8, 1904 

The Spanish steamship Juan Forgas, which arrived here June 22 
from Italy, Spain, Canary Islands, and Porto Eico, landed 26 immi- 
grants in this port. In view of the prevalence of smallpox in Spain, 
28 of the immigrants who did not produce satisfactory marks of a 
recent vaccination were vaccinated on board before landing, and their 
baggage, amounting to 57 pieces, was taken on land and disinfected 
at the shore plant by the Cuban quarantine officer, as required by the 
regulations. 

These passengers were not detained in quarantine, inasmuch as the 
period of incubation of smallpox was overdue and no sickness had 
occurred on board since the vessel left the last infected Spanish port. 

The British steamship Barbadian, touching at Barranquilla and 
Cartagena, was held in quarantine while here because of coming from 
ports infected with yellow fever. This vessel cleared for New Orleans 
direct, June 23, with all well on board on inspection. 

The sanitary condition of this city continues good; no infectious or 
contagious disease has been reported during the week just ended. 

The mortuary statistics of Matanzas covering the last ten days of 
June will be submitted with my next report. 

Report from Santiago — Repair of damage done by storm. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Wilson reports, June 22, as follows: 

During the week ended June 18, 1904, bills of health were issued to 
6 vessels bound for the United States and Porto Rico. 

No quarantinable disease has been reported. 

The number of deaths for this week is very high — by far the high- 
est this }^ear — namely, 37, which gives a mortality rate for the week 
of 42.28 per 1,000. Seven of these deaths were from drowning in the 
storm of June 13. Exclusive of these there were 30 deaths, with a 
mortality rate of 34.28 per 1,000, which is still much higher than any 
this year. This increase is due in part at least to diarrheal diseases 
in children under 2 years old. 

An attempt has been made to repair, at least temporarily, the most 
serious damage done by the storm. The break in the aqueduct was 
repaired and we again have water. A wooden bridge is being built to 
replace the one washed away at the entrance of the city that leads to 
the cemetery. The railroad has fixed its main line sufficiently well 
to run a train every other day to Habana. This train takes only 
passengers and mail. As the bridge is down at Boniatico, the mail and 
passengers have to change trains there. They have also to spend a 
night at Puerto Principe; from there they can go to Habana without 
interruption. No trains are running on the Songo branch of the rail- 
road, as the bridge over the Guaninicum was swept away. This branch 
goes only 20 miles into the country. 

The news which has been coming slowly from various parts of the 
province shows that the storm was general. Cobre seems to have suf- 
fered most. 
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Mortuary report for the week ended June IS, 1904. 



Causes of death. 



Pernicious fever 

Erysipelas 

Tubercle of lungs 

Cancer of larynx 

Diabetes .* 

Meningitis 

Cerebral hemorrhage 

Tetanus, infantile 

Organic heart disease 

Cerebral embolism 

Acute bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Diarrhea and enteritis, under 2 years 

Persistence of foramen ovale 

Congenital debility 

Wound 

Drowning 

Ill-defined or unspecified 
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Annual rate of mortality for the week, 42.28 per 1,000. Estimated population, 45,500. 

Sanitary conditions at Santiago. 

Consul Holaday reports, June 25, through American Minister 
Squiers, as follows: 

The sanitary condition of Santiago remains the same, relatively; 
specifically, it is surely but gradually retrograding. The decadence is 
not easily pointed out from month to month. The transition has been 
so gradual that without a knowledge of the underlying causes it is 
easily overlooked by one who resides here all the time. The casual 
observer would scarcely 7 notice it; yet from a close observation by 
one who is familiar in a slight degree with the inner workings of the 
department it is easily discernible. It is apparent from the state of 
the streets of the outlying district, and even those of frequent use in 
the city, which are not kept in the same physical and hygienic condi- 
tion they formerly were; from the appearance of the mechanical force 
in the broken-down and dilapidated condition of horses, mules, wagons, 
and sanitary appliances in daily use; from bad odors and smells at 
various places about the city; frqm the very preceptible increase of 
flies and mosquitoes, and, finally, from the frequent complaints of 
deficient service of sanitation. 

The primary cause of deterioration in sanitation in Santiago is the 
lack of sufficient money to properly cany on the work. 

The secondary and immediate cause follows as a consequence of the 
first in the enforced reduction of labor and means of sanitation. In 
order to carry on the work at all and be within the appropriation 
available for the purpose, it has been urged as necessary to discharge 
from time to time a part of the employees in the actual work of sani- 
tation and reduce the salaries of those retained in the service. First 
(in the interest of greater economy) a few inspectors and a part of the 
clerical force were allowed to go and the system of house-to-house 
inspections was abandoned. Then followed the order that garbage 
should be collected every other day, and a number of men engaged in 
the collection and disposal of garbage were discharged as were also a 
number of street sweepers. This system of retrenchment has gone 
steadily on until the actual working force of the department is now, 



